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Filed for intro on  01/22/98

SENATE BILL 2582
By  Herron

AN ACT  to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 37, Chapter 5
and Title 41, Chapter 21, relative to notification upon the
release from custody of certain persons.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 41, Chapter 21, Part 2, is amended by

adding the following as a new section:

Section___.  (a)  The department of correction shall provide or contract with a

private entity to provide to members of the public who have made a notification request,

notification of the release of an inmate serving a felony sentence of two (2) or more

years from a facility operated by or under contract with the department or from a county

jail or workhouse.  The jailer or chief administrator, or a person designated by the jailer

or chief administrator, of a county jail or workhouse shall make available to the

department of correction, or any private entity under contract with the department, the

information necessary to implement this section in a timely manner.  The department of

correction or the private entity under contract with the department shall be responsible

for retrieving the information and notifying the requester in accordance with regulations

promulgated by the department of correction.

(b)  The department of correction shall promulgate rules in accordance with the

provisions of Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter 5, to implement the

provisions of this section.
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SECTION 2.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 37, Chapter 5, Part 1, is amended by

adding the following as a new section:

Section___.  (a)  The department of children’s services shall provide or contract

with a private entity to provide to members of the public who have made a notification

request, notification of the release of a juvenile adjudicated to have committed a

delinquent act that would constitute a felony if committed by an adult from a facility

operated by or under contract with the department.  The chief administrator, or a person

designated by the chief administrator, of a facility operated under contract with the

department shall make available to the department of children’s services, or any private

entity under contract with the department, the information necessary to implement this

section in a timely manner.  The department of children’s services or the private entity

under contract with the department shall be responsible for retrieving the information and

notifying the requester in accordance with regulations promulgated by the department of

children’s services.

(b)  The department of children’s services shall promulgate rules in accordance

with the provisions of Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter 5, to implement the

provisions of this section.

(c)  Notwithstanding the provisions of Tennessee Code Annotated, Sections 37-

1-145, 37-1-155 or 37-5-107 to the contrary, this section shall require the release of

information relating to juveniles who have been adjudicated to have committed a

delinquent act that would constitute a felony if committed by an adult.  The release of

information shall be limited to the extent necessary to comply with the provisions of this

section.

SECTION 3.  For the purpose of promulgating rules as required by Sections 1 and 2 of

this act, this act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.  Full
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implementation of the notification program established by this act and full public access to such

information shall take place by July 1, 1999.


